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What I Believe and Why
In 2020, I started writing a novel set in Eunice, Louisiana. When I finished it and started looking
into publishing the book, I noticed a stark absence of South-Louisiana based literature in the
marketplace. Take a look for yourself. Pick any online bookseller and search for modern fiction
set in or written by a South-Louisiana writer. You will be disappointed. There is almost nothing
on the market.
And so I created New Bayou Books, a Louisiana-based independent publishing label with one
simple vision: to bring a new brand of South-Louisiana literature to the world. I believe there are
amazing, unknown writers currently hiding in the shadows of every parish in Acadiana. I also
believe readers around the world are eager to buy the books these authors will produce.

How We Will Get There
I’m convinced that by banding together, writers, editors, graphic artists, allies and business
people from South-Louisiana can spark a revolutionary new brand of literature. Collectively, we
can have an extraordinary impact on the world. But first, we must gather the tribe.

These Books Are My Challenge to Louisiana Writers

In 2021, I published two novels, both set in Acadiana. As far as I know, they are the only two
contemporary works of fiction by a South-Louisiana writer to be published last year (if I am
wrong, I would love to know about the ones I missed). These two books represent my best effort
to tell the kind of South-Louisiana stories that I would like to read. They are a call to action, a
challenge to other Louisiana writers. Tattoos and Tans and All Saints’ Day of the Dead represent
the best writing I could do at the time, but they do not represent the best Acadiana has to offer.
I know there are great, undiscovered writers in South-Louisiana, and I want to help them
publish. Not just for my sake, but because I believe the world wants to hear from them.

Going forward, I will write a new novel every year, post a new blog to NewBayouBooks.com every
Monday, and continue to reach out to potential writers and allies. That’s what I will do.
What I want to know is, what will you do? Are you with me?

Reach out today!

jr@newbayoubooks.com | newbayoubooks.com |

